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‘ 

How the 
Pump gave 

me the willies 

Stradishall 
church. Can 
it be saved? 

Can Suffolk 
have quiet lanes? 

It’s back!                            
 
The Parish Pump stopped printing editions when the first lockdown 
happened back in March 2020 and we were all told to stay home, save 
lives, protect the NHS.  
 
Now restrictions have lifted sufficiently for us to get back in print. And 
we know many of you have been patiently waiting for this moment! 
 
While we were out of print we devised a full colour copy which has 
been sent via email to hundreds of people monthly. This will continue 
so you will have a choice to read it online, or at home! 
 
We would like to thank all our advertisers who have stuck with us and 
supported us through this challenging time. Without  them the pump 
would not exist.  
 
The Parish Pump Team.  
 

We are back! Paper is back! 

P5 P8 P8 
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            Richard Evans Parish Pump 
 
Richard is finally retiring after more than 10 years’ 
editorship. What a star! Would you believe it works 
out as over one hundred issues totalling nearly three 
thousand pages?  
He has brought a great deal of interest and pleasure to 
many villagers in our area and beyond. You will all 
know that his standard of editing is superb with an 
exacting eye for style, design and content. Also, since 
agreeing to follow him, I have had many comments 
from my colleagues declaring that our area is very 
lucky to have such an interesting and varied monthly 
magazine. 
We would all like to thank Richard for his dedicated 
work. I leave it to our long-term authors to express 
their individual appreciation. 
 
 
Thanks Richard        from        Peter Thompson 
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Richard’s efficiency and enthusiasm 
should be applauded; particularly in 
this last stint in charge, when he has 
worked really hard to revivify the 
magazine and engage new writers 
and readers. 
All the best 

Louise Duckling 

 Wendy Johnson Houghton 

 Richard has transformed the vil-

lage newsletter into the Parish 

Pump that is so highly regarded 

and appreciated through his dy-

namic and sometimes mischievous 

editorship.  

Firm – but Fair 
 
Richard edited the Pump like an 
avuncular cricket umpire, giving 
contributors the benefit of any 
doubt, but raising his finger and the 
editorial pencil should anyone 
overstep the maximum-word mark.  
  

Robin 
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WHAT’S WHERE? 
 

Wickhambrook Surgery 

Boyden Close, Nunnery Green, 
Wickhambrook. CB8 8XU 

Appointments, emergencies and general 
enquiries:           01440 820140 

Dispensary:         01440 823801 

The surgery is open from 8.30am to 6.30pm, 
Monday to Friday.  

Police Force HQ      01473 613500 
 

Denston Village Hall Enquiries: 
Denston: 01440 820675 Stefan 
 

Stansfield  village hall booking enquiries 
Tel: 01284 789192 
bookings@stansfieldvillage.org.uk 

Parish Pump 
If you have a news item or wish to 

publicise a local event please contact 

Peter Thompson at 

parish.pump@gmail.com 

or  07711 689171 
 

WHO’S WHO in  
YOUR VILLAGE? 

 
 

Stansfield parish council 
Chairman: Sarah Hopkins 
e: stansfieldparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 
Stradishall parish council 
Chairman: Ady Swift 
Vice Chairman: Adrian Lee 

Denston meeting 
Chairman: Jeff Fellows 
01440 820310 
jefffellows.crown@gmail.com 
Suffolk county councillor 
Bobby Bennett 
bobby.bennett@suffolk.gov.uk 
West Suffolk councillor for Denston, 
Stansfield & Hawkedon 
Sarah Pugh 
sarah.pugh@westsuffolk.gov.uk 
West Suffolk councillor for 
Stradfishall, Clare, Hundon etc  
Nick Clarke 
nick.clarke@me.com 

ADVERTISING RATES 

INSIDE PAGES for 12 months   
(6 month rate in brackets) 

Eighth page £79 (43) 

Quarter page £159 (86) 

Half page £239 (129) 

Full page £400 (£220) 

Holly Brega 

Suffolk Land Girls 

W ith a background in film-making 
and being brought up with hors-

es, it was only natural that I would want 
to share the story of the Suffolk Land 
Girls on screen. In Summer 2021 I decid-
ed to go freelance with my videography 
and reach out to experts in the county to 
help develop my documentary film. 
  
The volunteers who were part of the 
Women's Land Army (WLA) became 
known as the Land Girls and they played 
a huge part in keeping the nation fed dur-
ing both World War One and Two. There 
are some great stories from ladies who 
were stationed at farms throughout the 
county including Depden, Gazeley and 
Henley near Ipswich. Many would have 
trained at Chadacre on a four-
week intensive course in all manners of 
agriculture, but even as tractors were be-
coming more popular, there were still 
those who worked with horses, in particu-
lar the Suffolk Punch. 
  
One of the contributors in the film 
is Nigel Oakley, who runs Rede 
Hall Farm, and he has been inte-
gral to helping me understand more about 
the Suffolk Punch breed, the practices in 
action and how he's working with others 
to enhance the horsemanship needed to 
continue the succession of the breed.   
  
I've also worked with WLA expert Nicky 
Reynolds, from Ipswich, who features in 
the film. She has dedicated over 25 years 
to discovering and raising awareness of 
the Women’s Land Army and has set up a 
project called ‘Soil Sisters’ with the Suf-
folk archive centre, The Hold. 
  
This film aims to be completed by the 
end of September / beginning of October 
2021 and will be a lasting legacy to those 
amazing women, their families and the 
county as a whole. 
  
This documentary film is important be-
cause the part these amazing women and 
horses played in the war needs to never 
be forgotten. I want to inspire the next 
generation to develop an interest in these 
subjects which go hand in hand but are 
not often taught at school or widely seen 
on TV, so I feel it is my duty as a story-
teller to share. 
  
The change our countryside has seen is 
unique, and there is a lot of work to do to 
get the hedgerows back for example. Ed-

ucating the next generation into sus-
tainable land management and also into 
learning about equine health, anatomy 
and physiology will continue to help 
pave the way. 
  
If you have any stories you’d like to 
feature in my film, which will premiere 
later this year (location to be organ-
ised), or to keep up to date with the 
project, please vis-
it:  www.hollybrega.com/
land‑girls‑documentary 
Alternatively search in Google for 
‘Holly Brega Land Girls Documen-
tary’. Follow @WalkingHolly on social 
media for the latest news. 
 
 

mailto:bobby.bennett@suffolk.gov.uk
mailto:sarah.pugh@westsuffolk.gov.uk
mailto:nick.clarke@me.com
http://www.hollybrega.com/land%1egirls%1edocumentary
http://www.hollybrega.com/land%1egirls%1edocumentary
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Editorial 1 
  

How The Pump gave me the willies! 
  

Richard Evans 
outgoing editor 

A fter a career spent in journalism, 
writing about politics, the media 

and finally horse racing for The Times 
and Daily Telegraph, you might think I 
would have been prepared for every 
eventuality when it came to editing 
Parish Pump. 

 Don’t you believe it! 
  

I can still vividly recall the moment of 

sheer, unadulterated horror when 600 

copies of the latest monthly edition 

arrived from the printers some years 

ago and there, in black and white, was 

the biggest howler of all time… 
  

Those with very long memories, will 
remember with fondness the Reverent 
Tom Wright, who was a much loved 
and, by all accounts, somewhat eccen-
tric vicar for local parishes during the 
final quarter of the last century. 
  
When news of his death came through, 
the Pump carried a two-page tribute and 
photographs of this well-known village 
character. Reference was made in the 
strap line (between the main headline 

and the body of the text) and in the 
copy itself to how he often wore green 
Wellington boots - or to be precise 
‘green wellies’ - under his clerical 
robes while conducting ser-
vices. However, the word ‘wellies’ 
had either been mistyped or was a 

victim of the dreaded predictive 
text…because there in black and 
white 600 times over was ‘green 
willies’ not ‘green wellies’. 
 In a flash I could see Have I Got 
News For You broadcasting the item 
to gales of laughter nationwide, or 
find the Pump lampooned in Private 
Eye. What would distraught relations 
have to say? Oh, the shame! 
  
What to do? In the end, a fine, black 
felt tip pen was purchased and the 
errant ‘i’ in each of the 600 copies 
was carefully transformed into a ra-
ther smudged ‘e’. Only one reader 
noticed. Phew! 
  
Ironically, it was Tom Wright’s suc-
cessor, the Rev Ian Finn who first 
asked me to take over what was then a 
four-page newsletter called Village & 
Church News, as he prepared to move 

to Haverhill. 
  
Gradually, the pagination increased, 
photographs and advertising were intro-
duced, and coverage was extended to 
other neighbouring communities. 
  

After seven years, it was time for a 
change. The editorship switched hands 
and I thought that was it. But about three 
years ago I was asked to help out with 
the Pump and so a second, very different 
stint began. 
 Different for a number of reasons, but 
principally because the pandemic meant 
all the usual village events were no long-
er taking place for a large chunk of that 
time, and distribution of a printed issue 
door-to-door ceased because of the in-
herent risks. 
  
The outcome was a digital edition, in 
full colour, which enabled me to make 
use of recently learnt Photoshop tech-
niques to improve the design and look of 
the Pump. Crucially, it also meant seek-
ing out more regular columnists to fill 
the space normally reserved for local 
news. I got lucky and struck gold with  
national publications. 
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Editorial 2 

Peter 
Thompson 

What an act to 
follow! 

I  started as nervous as a kitten in May 
and I really did not know what was 

involved with editing The Parish Pump. 
If I had known then what I realise I don’t 
know now (!?!) would I have volun-
teered?  
The answer to this may be below. 
In Richard’s office via Zoom over a 
number of days, I observed the art of 
editing. It all looked smooth and effi-
cient as Richard did it. Even when I 
practised by copying from the Zoom 
recordings it did not seem too bad. 

There was a lot more involved however, 
than simply editing. Firstly, Richard 
cunningly hyped up my reputation in the 
May and June issues of The Pump. 
Moreover, I started to get to know all the 
dedicated and charming people who had 
been contributing to PP for many years. 
Their comments and ‘gratitude’ to the 
volunteer (me) was virtually palpable. 
How could I let these lovely people 
down? The deal was that I would edit 
this current issue on my own (with a 
little help from Richard). 

  
Now I really have stopped. And the so-
called ‘freedom day’ means a printed 
issue, in addition to the full colour digi-
tal version, is to return. Excellent. 
  
Despite the internet and social media 
revolution transforming the way we 
communicate, is there still a place for a 

village newsletter? 
  
Actually, I like to think its role is even 
more relevant, especially in rural com-
munities such as ours, at a time when 
traditional local newspapers are really 
struggling. 

Editorial 1 (continued) 

Now you must be the judges as to 
whether it worked. I am sure the rough 
edges will show - but I think you have a 

new editor…. I hope so!  

Clare Liaison and Support Project 
(C.L.A.S.P.) 

         Registered Charity No 1029710  CAR AID 

C arAid is part of CLASP and exists to provide a free transport service for the people of Clare, Hundon, Stansfield and the sur-
rounding villages who need to visit medical services such as a hospital, doctor, dentist, physiotherapist or optician, but have 

difficulty in organising or affording their own arrangements.  
 
The service is provided  from a pool of volunteer drivers who use their own cars to transport their clients to and from their medical 
destination. No charge is made, but many clients choose to make a voluntary donation to CLASP. 
 
CarAid depends upon its volunteer drivers, but at present has no local Stansfield area drivers to help its Stansfield area 
“clients”. (NB. Drivers can receive a mileage reimbursement). 
 
Although CarAid requests temporarily reduced during the Covid Pandemic, demand for the assistance of CarAid has increased in 
recent years, with 227 trips being made during 2019, reducing to 134 trips in 2020 reflecting Covid. Demand has increased with 
134 trips made by mid August 2021. During the last three years CarAid has helped over 120 clients get to medical appointments. 
 
If you feel able to assist CarAid by becoming a volunteer driver please call John Webb on the dedicated CarAid phone 
07724 696283. 
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www.headplumbingservices.co.u

Stansfield Village Lunch 
 

Thursday, 9th September at 12.30pm 
 

The Stansfield Village Lunch for September will be held at Stans-
field Village Hall. 
Government guidelines will be completely adhered to if neces-
sary, depending if there are any restrictions at the time. 
A delicious two course lunch will be served : The meal will con-

clude with tea and coffee.  
The cost is just £4 per head. 
 

Please advise us, when booking your lunch, of any dietary re-
strictions that you may have and we will discuss alternatives 
with you. 

The next village lunch will take place on Thursday, 21st October 
dependant on Government guidelines should there be another 
wave of the virus. 
To reserve your place at the September lunch, please contact 
Jacky by email jacky21@mac.com or phone 01284 789118 

Mediterranean Chicken 
Served with Creamy Mashed Potato  

& Seasonal Vegetables 
 

Followed by  
Plum Crumble with Vanilla Custard 

mailto:jacky21@mac.com


8 

T his project is, in large part, being 
funded by the Suffolk County 

Council Suffolk 202A Fund and the 
East Suffolk Community 
Partnerships and Greenprint Forum. 
The purpose of this circular is to pro-
vide residents with an opportunity to 
comment on the Quiet Lanes proposal 
before the Denston Parish Meeting 
decides whether or not to proceed fur-
ther. 
The Meeting will be convening during 
the last week of April 2021 to make a 
decision. If you wish to make any com-
ments about these proposals, we would 
welcome a response by Sunday 25th 
April. 
Comments should be sent to either me, 
Jeff Fellows, as Chair of the Parish 
Meeting, or to Tim Glover, who is 
leading the initiative on behalf of the 
village. Our respective contact details 
are as follows: 
By email to timelover@hotnail.com or 
by telephone on 01440821 l8l 
By email to: 
 Jefffellows.crown@gmail,com or by 
telephone on 01440 820310 
Jeff Fellows 
Chair of Denston Parish Meeting 
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL 

The Quiet Lanes and Home Zones 
(England) Regulations 2006 
NOTICE OF PROPOSALS TO DESIG-
NATE CERTAIN ROADS AS QUIET 
LANES 
Suffolk County Council intends to des-
ignate the roads shown in the schedule 
below as Quiet Lanes as part of a county 
wide Quiet Lanes Suffolk project. 
Quiet Lanes are designated as appropri-
ate for shared use by walkers, horse 
riders, cyclists and other vehicle users, 
and are intended to enable users to enjoy 
country lanes in greater safety and en-
courage drivers to respect more vulnera-
ble road users. Advisory signs are 
placed at each end of Quiet Lanes. 
Full details of the extent of the roads 
affected, maps showing the lengths of 
road affected and the Council's reasons 
for these designations, can be viewed 
online at Constatine House office 5 
Constatine Road, Ipswich IP1 2DH 
www.QuietLanesSuffolk.co.uk provided 
via email following a request to-
George.Firth@suffolk.gov.uk or in per-
son by prior appointment  at office, 5 
Constantine Road, lpswich, lP1 2DH. 
Appointments are to be made via the 
email address above. 

Anyone who wishes to make represen-
tations about this proposal should do so 
in writing by the end of 13 September 
2021. 
Firth, Disputes, Education & Employ-
ment Team, Constantine House, 5 Con-
stantine Road, lpswich, lP1 2DH. 
Please note that any written representa-
tion will be publicly available for in-
spection. 
Signed: David Chenery Date: 23 Au-
gust 2021 
Safety and Speed Management Engi-
neer; 
Growth, Highways and Infrastructure, 
Suffolk County Council, Phoenix 
House, lpswich, lP1 5NP 
  
Denston PARISH SCHEDULE 
C676: Lower Green + U7318: Water 
Lane + U7319: Top Green + U7320: 
Assington Green 
 

Quiet Lanes in Suffolk 
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Buff-tip moth 

 Career 

H aving retired after two successful 
careers with the Royal Air Force 

and with Suffolk Constabulary I stud-
ied a full-time Foundation Art Diplo-
ma at West Suffolk College in Bury St 
Edmunds qualifying with a distinction. 
 I went onto study a three-year Art 
Practice Degree at the college, in part-
nership with Suffolk University. The 
course developed the students pre-
ferred art practice, with an emphasis 
on self-promotion, the art industry and 
future sustainability.  Awarded a first-
class honours degree in 2021. 
  

Elaine Rose –from RAF 
to Police to exotic pots 

Now that my studies are over,  

 am currently looking to lease a space to 
hire within the 
beautiful local 
area to use as a 
workshop for 
making and 
teaching pottery 
and botanical 
printing. The 
wonder of na-
ture, its colours 
and splendour, 
inspires my 
work so I will be suited to a village or farm 
setting.  

Throughout my degree I established a 

deeper understanding of the natural 

world which enticed me towards creating 

art by 

adopting 

traditional 

processes 

of forming 

pots by 

hand and 

changing 

them into 

ceramics 

on an open 

fire.  

My clay 

pieces are hand-built, using the coil 

method. I experiment with shapes and 

textures with the introduction of  

ilk 

threads 

and hes-

sian, 

milk 

glazes 

and wax 

polishes, 

which 

gives 

them a 

biologic quality. This practise taught me 

that ceramics do not need to duplicate a 

cup and saucer; they can be beautiful and 

have no practical use at all. Y 
dditional focus was the exploration of 
transferring plant colour and silhouettes 
onto paper and fabric.  
 
his practice is extraordinary and incredi-
bly creative. The process of botanical pr 

Pot making au 
Natur 

nting allows for the effortless collection 
of foliage, the art of assembling designs 
between layers of natural paper and fab-
ric and then boiling them in water for a 
few minutes. By extracting the plants 
natural colours beautiful imagery can be 
created to develop further works of art 
such as collage, book illustrations, and 
sewn pieces for waistcoats, scarves, or 
wall hangings.  
 For me, experimenting with the varied 
and traditional, and sometimes long for-
gotten methods using natural materials 
to generate art, is a satisfying experi-
ence, and much of this pleasure comes 
from the transformation that occurs each 
time I make something from another 
thing. I am thrilled that the Art Practice 
Degree enabled me to make these dis-
coveries and become involved in the 
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auction too.  We wished to purchase a few 

more sheep and had been finding it hard 

to find good quality stock in the breeds 

we are interested in which don’t currently 

reside in Scotland or West Wales.  The 

auction promised to have 6000 available.  

The experience was amazing.  The sheep 

moved through the sales ring so fast, and 

the auctioneer spoke at 100 miles an hour, 

but we manged to tune into it and came 

away with 23 new Suffolk cross sheep.   

The Pigs have been really enjoying their 

enclosure.  They haven’t wrecked it yet 

either!  I guess that time will come as 

wetter weather makes its way.  They love 

to wallow in muddy puddles and seem to 

really enjoy seeing us at feed times.  Did-

n’t take them long to recognise where 

their food is coming from!  They enjoy 

scratches and I guess it won’t be long 

before they can also enjoy some tasty 

windfalls. 

 

 

I  had a first ever ex-

perience earlier this 

month.  I had 22 hens’ 

eggs in one of the incu-

bators.  On candling 

them on day 10, 

(candling is when a 

bright light is shined 

through the egg, doing 

this allows me to see if 

there has been any 

growth in the yolk) I 

removed three non-

fertilised eggs, leaving 

19 eggs which could 

hatch if I get the hu-

midity and temperature 

correct, and if the birds 

inside have the strength 

to break through the 

shell.  The first?  All 19 

hatched!  I am totally 

amazed. All 19 are 

growing on well, it is 

lovely to see the brood-

er full of fluffy little cute chicks! 

Red mite has been a huge problem 

this year.  I’m aware it is a problem 

country wide, and it is so frustrating 

when we first spot the little mites.  We 

can only see them clearly when they 

have fed as their bodies change colour 

to red – the blood they are sucking 

from the chickens, so we know they 

are attacking them.  They breed at an 

alarming rate, and it is hard to eradi-

cate them.  I have various potions, 

powders, and lotions to give to the 

hens themselves and to treat their co-

ops, but the mites still win.  The next 

step is to try a predator mite – An-

drolis, which can be bought by the 

bottle (!) and placed in the coop.  

These mites hunt at night and eat the 

red mite as their dinner.  They don’t 

have a long lifespan, so it is hoped that 

they manage to eat them all before 

they themselves die.   
We had our first visit to a livestock 

Where to buy our produce: 

 

Horringer Farmers Market, 1st Satur-

day of the month (9:30am – 12:30) 

Thurlow Homemade & Homegrown 

Market, 1st Sunday of the month 

(10am - 1pm) 

Horseheath Farmers Market, 2nd Sat-

urday of the month (9am – 1pm) 

Order via email – join our mailing list 

for our most up to date stock list. 

Facebook – we have a shop on our Fa-

cebook page @riverglemsmallholders 

for our pies and beef boxes. 

Free (covid safe) delivery within a 

7mile radius of Stansfield.  Or order 

and collect at any of the above mar-

kets. 

 

All nineteen hatched ! 



11 

 

Louise  
and  
Hugh 

 

Good morning, 
 

 I  believe that I can identify the 
young woman, second from the 

left, sitting on the ground. 
I think she is my grandmother’s sister, 
known to my mother as Aunt Ped or 
Peddy, but also known as Peggy or Mar-
garet. Her maiden name was Roach, and 
she was one of three sisters who married 
three Orbell brothers. She was married 
to Chub Orbell and they lived at the 
Mill, at the top of Plough Hill, whilst 
farming land between Denston and 
Stansfield. They subsequently farmed in 
Wickhambrook and Thurlow before set-
tling at Thurston End. Her sister Mary 
(my grandmother) married Jack who 
farmed at Sheepcote Farm, whilst her 
other sister Doris, or Dody, married Tim 
Orbell who was killed in the First World 
War. 
Mary was president of Stansfield WI for 
a period, and my mother’s recollection is 
of a meeting hall at the bottom of Plough 
Hill. 
  
Yours, 
  
Will Harrison 
Glebe Farm 
Stansfield 

Follow on from last month’s fascinating article on cloches 
 

You can see from the letter below that Will Harrison has done a good job in identifying his grandmother 

Martin Hurst asks. Can anyone identify the photo below from Stradishall in the 
1920s? 

I wish to ask our readers to use this as a challenge . 
Please dig out old photos and attempt to identify the 
people in them and give us background that should be 
of interest to our readers. As usual  please send the 
information to us at parish.pump@gmail.com 
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POST OFFICE 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm;   

Sat 9.30am-12noon; Sun - closed 

SHOP & PETROL  
Monday-Friday 7am-6.30pm;    
Sat 8am-6pm;   Sun 8am-1pm 

GREAT OFFERS 
EVERY MONTH 

During these difficult times, Wickhambrook 

Stores are delivering shopping to customers 

who are vulnerable or isolated.  

Please give us a call if you think we can help 

- or if you would like to volunteer as a 

deliverer.  

  01440 820220 

WICKHAMBROOK  SHOP & POST OFFICE: 

PROUD TO SERVE OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY 

www.clarepharmacy.co.uk 
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Martin Kinna 

 

The wonderful J R 
Humphrey emporium 

W e’re you there with me? That is, 
were you in Tokyo too? The ex-

traordinary weather that rumbled 
through late July and the first half of 
August, bringing us rain in deluges then 
bright blue skies, then storms again that 
did damage to crops and returned within 
the hour to do even more. It really is a 
funny old “summer”, but were you 
there? 
 
   We were driven inside whilst weather 
did its worst and halted work in the har-
vest, stopped the repairs to chimneys 
and roads, made us shelter when out 
getting groceries and at times got us 
drenched, stuck in traffic and made us 
cold.  But out there in Japan there was a 
group of young Brits not at all con-
cerned by our suffering but focused on 
doing the thing that had driven them and 
been almost their only focus for the past 
several years. 
   We were driven inevitably towards 

the television to see these incredible 
people doing astonishing feats. The 
2021 Olympics have been extraordi-
nary. We have seen not only the accus-
tomed tearing along tracks in marathons 
and sprints and everything in between, 
the hockey matches against countries 
with different skill and relays, but sail-
ing with complicated rules, amazing 
cycling on machines that seem to origi-
nate in science fiction, people shinning 
up walls, and youngsters on BMX bikes 
doing somersaults in the air and others, 
some not even teenagers yet, on skate-
boards doing flips and turns quite un-
known a few years back. 
 So too have we seen equestrians on 
spectacular looking horses, men or 
women is slightly odd clothes engaged 
in most unfriendly combat with strange 
rules too. We have watched through 
fingers before our eyes the boxing 
bouts, strong men and strong women 
lifting impossible weights and exhibi-
tions of incredible strength in all man-
ner of gymnastics holding poses on 

ropes, flinging themselves over pummel 
horses and the diving from heights that 
would make us dizzy. 
 Where did they come from out of our 
world wracked by the sickness of the 
pandemic? What skills they have shown 
us, what dedication, what courage! 
Sport may not be your thing and at 
times we may have felt “Olympicked 
out” but we have been able to witness 

amazing feats and, in some cases, got to 
follow the personal journeys of individ-
uals whose ambitions, failures and suc-
cesses brought these extraordinary su-
per humans to Tokyo and into our 
homes. 
   I have found myself watching people 
I had never heard of doing things I had 
never imagined possible and on the 
lighter side now know one boxer wants 
to be Mayor of Wolverhampton and 
Tom Daley knitted himself a team GB 
cardigan whist watching others in the 
diving arena, 

Were you there too with me, sat in 

front of your television watching in 

amazement, rooting for your favourite, 

your heart in your mouth and cheering 

successes? It certainly beat being out in 

the rain! In fact, it was a privilege.  

So too was the First Night of the 

Proms, the opening concert before a 

carefully masked and slightly distanced 

Albert Hall audience. Yes, the Prom 

season was back and being played out 

in front of a live audience too. Again, 

Classical Music may not be your thing, 

but you will recognise that it can be as 

varied as the spread of Olympic sports 

and events.  I used to stand through 

long concerts when I was young often 

not sure what I would hear in any given 

programme.I might have selected to go 

to a Mozart piece that I thought I would 

probably like and on the same pro-

gramme there would be another piece 

by a composer or performed by an artist 

I had never heard before. In such a way 

it was through the Proms that many 

pieces became building blocks in my 

musical lexicon. Sometimes I was put 

off by something I found discordant or 

did not understand, by Poulenc or Stra-

vinsky perhaps. Now I may have CDs of 

them as they became more to my taste 

or through repetition I got to know, un-

derstand and appreciate them. So, I am 

ever grateful to the Proms and the part 

they have played in my musical educa-

tion.  I urge newcomers and young peo-

ple to give listening to them ago and not 

be put off. I never thought I would get 

hooked on watching skateboarding after 

all! 
  So back came the world’s largest mu-
sic festival, something this country can 
also be proud of, something at once tra-
ditional and innovative, something that 
resonates throughout the world, and all 
under the aegis of the currently much 
criticized BBC which, certainly in the 
case of the Proms shows itself to be 
very much fit for purpose. 
 People used to ask me how I managed 
to see so many exciting things, operas, 
ballets, plays, farces, pantomimes, con-

certs and such. My reply was always 
simple “Go to the ticket office, buy a 
ticket and turn up.” Today it is even 
easier so with online booking you can 
save yourself the trouble of going to the 
box office in person. If the thought 
“How wonderful to be there” ever 
comes into your mind then make the 
effort and you can get yourself there as 
well and, if not, turn on your television 
and enter a new fascinating world. — 
just like I did with the Olympics. 
 Lucky old us! All these delights when 
summer fails us! 
Lucky us! How fortunate to be part of a 
post epidemic resurgence of spirit, given 
by people who have given us the feeling 
things can return. To all of them from 
trombone to the sprinter, from boxer to 
bassoonist let us express our grateful 
thanks and enormous respect. 
  

Tokyo ramblings et cetera 
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D.J.ALBON 
BUILDING SERVICES 

 
Specialising in all aspects of building, decorating, property  

maintenance and repairs at competitive prices 
 

Brickwork • Chimneys re-pointed, repaired, rebuilt 
Extensions • Alterations • Restorations • Groundworks 

Driveways • Roofing • Fencing and repairs 
UVPC Windows • Doors • Conservatories • Fascia • Soffits 
Guttering • Plastering and repairs • Painting and Decorating 

Tiling • All Maintenance 
 

No job too small • Free Estimates 

For a friendly and professional service call 

Office: 01787 278815 or Mobile 07948 004680 

 March April May June July 

Nick Burton 
(Stradishall) 

37 6 83 79 70 

Tina Lee 
(Stradishall) 

49 4 80 78 64 

Sam Slater 
(Stansfield) 

43 5 87 66 88 

Rod Taylor 
(Stansfield) 

47 5 92 73 77 

Jay Gridley 
(Hundon) 

48 4 85 72 97 

Victoria 
Pakenham 
(Fenstead 
End) 

32.5 2.5 74 55.5 40.5 

Elaine 
Plumpton 
(Gt Saxham 

 4 87 69 66 

Monthly rainfall 2021 mm collated by Rod Taylor 
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FRESH FISH • SMOKED FISH • SHELL FISH 
WEDNESDAY 

Willow Tree Farm Shop 
 9am-1pm 

 

THURSDAY 
Coggeshall 7.30am-12.30pm 
Long Melford 2.30pm-5pm  

 

FRIDAY 
Clare Market Hill 8am-10am 

Lavenham Market Place 11am-1pm 
Depden 2-4pm 

 

  

 01787 377768 

    07971 811947 

 

  

F inally! After what seems like a life-
time Wickhambrook WI were able 

to hold a meeting in the WI Hall last 
Tuesday. It was officially our AGM 
which should have been held in May but 
as one member said it felt more like a 
reunion. As we were not sure about sing-
ing, the meeting began with a recording 
of “Jerusalem” which set the mood 
beautifully. The reports were given from 
the Treasurer and the Secretary together 
with reports from the Reading and 
Walking Groups. We have been fortu-
nate to have received various grants 
from the council this last year and have 
been able to replace the windows in the 
Hall and purchase a new back door mak-
ing the Hall warmer and weather tight. 
The kitchen has also had a bit of a make-
over and a new fridge and cooker have 

been added. The committee have all 
agreed to remain in post until next May 
when there will be new elections. 
In line with efforts to reduce paperwork, 
it was proposed that the programme 
would be sent out via e-mail and the 
minutes would also be sent to every 
member prior to meetings to cut down 
on time spent reading them at every 
meeting. The monthly Tea Parties will 
now be held on the last Friday of the 
month. The first will be on Friday 27th 
August in the WI Hall at 2-30pm. There 
will be no Tea Party in September as a 
MacMillan Coffee Morning will be held 
on Friday 24th September. Do come 
along and support this worthwhile 
cause. 
We are planning to hold an Open Day in 
the WI Hall on Saturday 2nd October 
where we will be inviting all the parties 

who use the Hall to come along and 
advertise their activities. 
After the business of the meeting mem-
bers enjoyed tea and coffee with cake 
provided by committee members. Then 
it was time for everyone to catch up 
with friends and learn what they had 
been up to during lockdown. 
The next WI meeting will be on Tues-
day 14th September where the speaker 
will be Cheryl Brighty “Artistry in Co-
coa”. The competition is Two Chocolate 
Muffins. 

Wickhambrook Women’s Institute 
  

Planned Open Day in the WI Hall on Saturday 2nd October 
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with Louise Duckling 

A Skirt through History 

The Green Children of Woolpit: fantasy or fact? 

E ver since the hunter-gatherers laid 

down their spears and began farming, 

at least 11,000 years ago, the harvest sea-

son has been a vital time in the agricultural 

calendar. A bountiful harvest ensured a 

community could be fed throughout a po-

tentially barren winter. Success was a mat-

ter of life or death.  

Unsurprisingly, in farming cultures 

worldwide, harvest time became steeped 

in folklore and superstition. Traditions and 

deities emerged to safeguard against fail-

ure. Festivals and rituals celebrated a pros-

perous harvest. In West Suffolk, our very 

own harvest legend was born. 

The story of the Green Children of 

Woolpit reads like a fairy tale. Set in the 

twelfth century, during the troubled reign 

of King Stephen, it involves a strange oc-

currence in the village of Woolpit, near 

Bury St. Edmunds.  

One day at harvest time, when the reap-

ers were working in the fields, two young 

children were found beside one of the 

deep pits designed to trap wolves (the wolf 

pits that gave the village its name). The 

children, a brother and sister, spoke an 

unknown language. Their clothing was 

unfamiliar. Their skin was green. 

The reapers took the bewildered children 

to the village. For days, the children cried 

and refused all the food that was brought 

to them, until they were given newly har-

vested beans. They eagerly consumed the 

beans for many months.  

As time passed by, the boy sickened 

and died, but the girl thrived. Her skin 

lost its green hue. She learned to speak 

English. She was married and lived a 

long life.  

This extraordinary story is document-

ed in two original sources dating from 

the twelfth century. In each case, the 

author is an English historian writing 

after the event but with reliable evi-

dence from ‘competent’ witnesses. The 

story has remained in the popular imag-

ination ever since, and it has been inter-

preted in a myriad of ways. 

In The Anatomy of Melancholy 

(1621), Robert Burton suggested that 

the Green Children “fell from Heaven”. 

Modern-day astronomer Duncan Lunan 

speculates that the children were ab-

ducted by aliens for experimental pur-

poses, and then returned to earth.  

From a folklore perspective, some 

commentators describe the tale as an 

imaginary encounter with fairies. Oth-

ers have associated the Green Children 

with the ‘Babes in the Wood’ folktale. 

In the Woolpit version of the tale, the 

‘Babes’ are left to die in Woolpit Wood 

after being poisoned with arsenic by a 

wicked uncle. The arsenic is deemed 

responsible for their green skin colour. 

The most widely accepted theory is 

also the most mundane and is based on 

historical events. Thousands of Flemish 

mercenaries were slaughtered at the 

battle of Fornham in 1173. The hypoth-

esis is that two Flemish children es-

caped after their parents were killed 

and eventually arrived in Woolpit, 

speaking the Flemish language. They 

were probably malnourished and suf-

fering from ‘green sickness’, the histor-

ic term used for anaemia because of the 

distinct tint it gave to the skin.   

Could there be any historical truth 

behind this remarkable tale? Or should 

it be categorised as one of the many 

strange wonders and miracles docu-

mented by chroniclers in the medieval 

period?  

The answer, I suspect, is that the 

story is a combination of fact and fan-

tasy. A real event in Woolpit may have 

been interpreted using local mythology 

and folk beliefs. The Green Children 

appear at the crucial time of harvest. 

Embodying harvest fears and anxie-

ties, they remind us that lives depend-

ed on a successful yield. Their fate 

assumes a symbolic significance: will 

the green crop wither and die (like the 

boy), or ripen and prosper (like  

the girl)?  

Although our relationship with the 

land has now changed dramatically, 

there is still something magical about 

harvest time. It is no wonder that the 

story of the Green Children of Woolpit 

retains an enduring appeal, and that it 

continues to evolve and fascinate us.  

Set in the twelfth 
century, during 

the troubled 
reign of King 

Stephen 

Woolpit village sign depicting 
the two Green Children 
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B ack in the early 1950s, Norman and 

Evelyn Wheatley came to live at 

Chipley Abbey Farm in Poslingford, 

with their children, Frances and Jona-

than.  The farmhouse, built on the site of 

an Augustinian Priory, was run-down to 

say the least and with no mains water or 

indoor plumbing, the family were forced 

to use earth closets in the garden. Bat-

tling with the vestiges of post-war aus-

terity, life was simple but tough. 

 

 The farm kept a herd of dairy shorthorns 

which were milked three times a day. In 

those days, Poslingford and the nearby 

villages were a close community and the 

farm employed as many as 12 local 

workers. ‘They were hard times,’ re-

members Frances. ‘Father grew wheat, 

barley and oats as well as kale for the 

cattle, and sugar beet and mangle-

wurzels. Ladies from the village would 

be employed to knock the soil off the 

sugar-beet by hand and one old boy who 

worked for us was so hard-up he wore 

socks instead of gloves on his hands in 

freezing weather. To harvest the crops, 

we used an orange Allis Chalmers com-

bine which was towed behind a tractor. 

How times have changed.’ 

 

 Norman died of a heart attack in the 

winter of sixty-two and Frances is sure 

that he succumbed to the cold. ‘I don’t 

really know how mother would have 

coped’ she says, ‘without the kindness 

and help of the local farming communi-

ty and neighbours. Jonathan – who was 

sixteen at the time – had wanted to study 

at agricultural college but when father 

died, he had to learn the hard way how 

to run a farm.’  Fortunately, Frances, 

who had just started at teacher training 

college in Lincoln, was encouraged to 

keep studying by her mother. 

 ‘We always had horses’ remembers 

Frances, ‘and I only decided to become 

a teacher so I had long summer holidays 

to help with harvest and ride my 

horse!  My first teaching job was in 

Steeple Bumpstead in 1965, working 

alongside Mark Humphrey’s mother, 

and I ended my career teaching for 23 

years as a Special Needs Teacher at The 

Priory School in Bury St Edmunds be-

fore retiring in 1996.’ 

 

 Retirement for the indomitable Frances, 

though, is very much the tough, coun-

tryfolk version. Although now in her late 

70s, she still gets up at five each morn-

ing, rides her two horses before break-

fast and rarely goes to bed before mid-

night.  As well as supervising the farm 

business and tackling online red tape and 

general farm admin, she teaches others 

to ride and judges at dressage competi-

tions. For many years, she volunteered at 

a local Riding for the Disabled group. 

Indeed, back in the seventies, Frances 

was instrumental in starting up the first 

RDA group in Suffolk – but that’s an-

other story. 

 

 Jonathan died suddenly in December 

2018.  A gentle and kind-hearted man 

who is much missed, his death left 

Frances to run the farm alone and these 

were distressing times for her when, 

often, it was only her horses – her best 

friends - that gave her a reason to get up 

in the morning. 

 

 But one winter’s morning in 2019, War-

ren turned up on the doorstep clutching a 

bundle of firewood for the stove. He 

wanted to help and, best of all, he want-

ed to see the farm continue in the way 

his mentor Jonathan had always farmed 

it. Now, he is Frances’s Farm Manager 

and, along with his partner, Portia, and 

her livestock, is instrumental in keeping 

the farm alive. ‘Warren is a godsend’ 

says Frances, ‘and I’m so excited about 

the future of this special place. I know it 

will always be cherished.’ 

Frances Wheatley-a 
real country woman 

Frances with Lulu 
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IS YOUR HOME SAFE 
FROM FIRE?  

Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service  

Safer Home Visit   

A free visit by a specialist Prevention  
Practitioner, Community Fire Volunteer 
or    Operational crew  

SFRS Prevention team and Firefighters 
are dedicated to saving lives by 
working with the community , 
discussing fire safety and offering 
advice to eliminate or reduce the risk 
of a fire occurring in the home. Free 
smoke alarms will be fitted if you do 
not have any.  

Customer feedback,   

Mrs B has phoned in to pass her thanks on to your practitioner for a very helpful Safer Home Visit. Mrs  B said 

the service  was excellent, efficient, and feels far more safe after the visit  

Call Fire Business Support 
01473 260588  

HOME FIRE SAFETY 

 I  work within the Prevention Team at Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service and I would like to advertise our 
free home fire safety checks within the local Parish magazines. 

Our visits are aimed at vulnerable people fitting certain criteria including aged 65+ or disabled households, 
hard of hearing, cluttered homes, single parents etc. We offer a fire safety check in the home, offer fire safety 
advice and can provide free smoke alarms and fire-retardant bedding and throws if needed. 
 I would like to offer our service via the parish magazines as I believe we can contact a larger group of the 
hard to reach within the community of Suffolk. Particularly in our rural locations.J 
Julie Richer Community Manager Prevention * julie.richer@suffolk.gov.uk 

mailto:julie.richer@suffolk.gov.uk
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Good morning Peter 
 
Don’t know if you are aware but a few 
weeks ago (mid July) there were sev-
eral sightings of a porcupine (yes, I 
know!) on the road between Posling-
ford and Stansfield (Jamie Spencer 
posted about it on Facebook).  Elaine 
England contacted the owner of 
Poslingford House, who apparently 
confirmed to her that the escaped por-
cupine was one of his - he apparently 
has quite a menagerie up there. Subse-
quently there have been sightings in 
Hundon and Harston (reported by 
BBC local news)  
 
Anyway, this morning, neighbours 
(Marc and Helen Allison) found lots 
of spines in the road through the vil-
lage, indicating that the porcupine is 

back !!  More worryingly, the number 
of spines may mean it has been injured, 
possibly hit by a car.  Whilst this is an 
amusing/intriguing story, it is also an 
animal welfare issue.   And an injured 
or cornered porcupine could seriously 
injure a dog. 
 
 
Kathy  Priestley 

Porcupines in Poslingford 

Last night Jamie Spencer (the florist from Stansfield), 
posted on Facebook that he had seen a porcu-
pine….in Poslingford!   
This is the second sighting.  The post can be found on 
the Stansfield page here (copied below): Stansfield, 
Suffolk | Facebook  

Alison Denton (my neighbour) said: “I saw one 
Sunday 10.30pm-ish at the bottom of the hill as 
you turn from Poslingford to Assington 
Green....” 

August Draw:  
  
1. Selina Hopkins          £20 

2. Joie                            £10 

3.         Rosemary Macaire     £5 

  
This is the last one for the 
2020/21 year and we will be 
asking for the next year’s 
contribution at £12 per an-
num very soon. 
  
All Best,  
  
STEFAN BRANSBY-
ZACHARY FCA 
  
Treasureer of Denston Vil-
lage Hall 
B Z Alexander Ltd – char-
tered accountants 
Tel: 01440 820675  Fax: 
01440 820164 
www.bzalexander.co.uk  

Denston 100 Club 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1941745442742067
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1941745442742067
http://www.bzalexander.co.uk
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Country COOKING 

with  Louise MACKRILL 

Sweet cinnamon eggy 
bread with fresh fruits 
& maple syrup 
 

T his is my favourite weekend brunch 
at the moment and my B & B guests 

adore it. Late seasonal fruit such as the 
last strawberries, raspberries, blackcur-
rants, blueberries, blackberries have all 
been frozen and are perfect for this. 
My boys live in Canada so we get our 
maple syrup there but you can buy from 
the supermarket or farm shop 
Per person you will need 
1 egg 
50ml milk 
Large teaspoon ground cinnamon 
2 tablespoons caster sugar 
1 ½ bread slices cut diagonally across 
the centre 
Mixture of fresh berries 
Maple syrup 
Beat the first 4 ingredients together and 
place in a shallow dish. Pop the bread 
slices in, turn a couple of times, cover 
and leave several hours, preferably over-
night, to soak. 

Heat a little oil and butter in a large fry 

pan and gently fry the eggy bread until 

golden. Pile onto a warm plate, top with 

the berries and drizzle over maple syrup 

 

Stuffed marrow rings 
 
With the emphasis on local and seasonal 
produce this gutsy early autumnal dish 
makes great use of abundant courgettes 
or marrows. Don’t use very old ones 
though as they will be tough. You could 
use any minced meat, lamb, pork or even 
leftover ham. For a vegetarian version 
substitute the meat with lentils, sautéed 
carrots, peppers, aubergines and celery, 
using a vegetable stock cube of course.  

This dish is equally suitable for a family 
supper or a relaxed dinner party and can 
easily be prepared the day before and 
kept covered in the fridge overnight. 

1 small marrow cut into rings, seeds 
removed and peeled (in stripes if feeling 
creative!) 
50g butter 
1 large onion & 1 garlic clove, diced 
450g minced beef 
1 tin tomatoes, or fresh & peeled from 
the garden 
Beef stock cube, salt, pepper, sugar to 
taste & plenty of fresh thyme 
Fresh breadcrumbs 
Optional: Worcestershire sauce, tomato 
puree, anchovy sauce 
Blanch the marrow in boiling water until 
just softening, drain  
Heat butter, lightly fry onion & garlic 
until transparent 
Add beef, fry few minutes until brown.  
Add tomatoes, stock cube, seasoning, 
thyme & bubble away for 20 mins until 
reduced. 
Pile into marrow rings, sprinkle the tops 
with breadcrumbs and bake in oven 
180oC for 35 mins 
Serve with a hot cheese sauce and pota-
toes. 
 

 
Aubergine bake 
 
Our aubergines are perfect now for this 
recipe which came from my Sicilian 
friend’s mother, Rosa. The Sicilians eat 
this cold but it is equally good straight 
from the oven. 
1 large aubergine sliced & brushed with 
oil 
1 large onion diced 

Absolutely delicious ! 

6 very ripe tomatoes, skinned 
1 garlic clove crushed 
Parmesan (but we used cheddar!) 
Garden herbs such as thyme, parsley, 
basil, sage 
Vegetable stock powder 
Sugar, salt & pepper to taste 
Griddle or bbq the aubergine slices until 
cooked, set aside. Saute the onions until 
soft, add the garlic for 1 minute, then the 
tomatoes, stock powder, herbs, sugar & 
seasoning. Bubble away until reduced 
slightly. 
In a gratin dish layer some tomato mix-
ture, then some aubergine slices, then 
some cheese and repeat as necessary 
finishing with a layer of cheese. Bake 
180oC for 40 minutes. 
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Jeff Fellowes’ fine wines 

T he weather seems to be fully bent 

on washing out what remains of 

Summer so the following may help us to 

drown our sorrows. 

First a little approach to wet our whis-

tle. Waitrose have a Muscadet Champ-

teloup, sur lie which has a little more 

tartness than most. Just the thing to 

sharpen up the palate. 2020 12% £9. A 

more elegant introduction is Majestic’s 

Clos Saint- Jacques Riesling. Has 

flower notes, is quite full bodied with 

fruit and a little acidity. Shellfish, or 

sushi, to accompany this. This wine is 

produced near Colmar, in Alsace, a 

town noted for it’s Michelin starred 

restaurants. 2019 13% £12.                 

Sainsbury’s answer is their TTD Juran-

con sec. This is produced in the far SW 

of France, near the Pyrenees, from 

Gros Manseng and Petit Manseng. 

They provide a rather floral, and fruity 

wine with a little zest. Worth trying to 

expand your knowledge of these 

grapes. 2018 13% £9 

Red wine drinkers should repair to 

Lidl for their Bordeaux Superieur. This 

is a fair example of this category and 

the price is very appealing. 2018 

13.5% £5.50 

 I have been a Companion de Beaujo-

lais for a number of years and found 

that wine to  be a pleasant, and refresh-

ing, low alcohol wine quite often 

served chilled. However in recent 

years some producers have been at-

tempting to make vintage wines, and 

wines with more substance. Majestic 

have one, Fleurie, from Cote Des La-

bourons, produced by Domaine Par-

don. This site is at the 

top of the hill of 

Fleurie, where the 

grapes are hand picked 

on the pink granite steep slope. The 

blurb states it has an elegant nose with 

red, and black, currant an opinion I 

agree with. More importantly it has a 

great deal more body than ordinary 

Beaujolais and is an altogether more 

enjoyable wine. Once again serve 

chilled with Roast Meats, stews and 

Pasta. 2020 13.5% £10 

 

Wine Press 

 

When looking at wine labels there is 

always a statement saying “ contains 

sulphites.” It is present in all wines but 

is added by vignerons. It acts by binding 

to any offending nasties, and disables 

them. Red wines have lower levels than 

white as the latter because the latter do 

not have tannins. Any SO2 that remains, 

free, is to prevent any further deteriora-

tion of the wine, and to slow down the 

ageing process. Some people are more 

sensitive to an excess of SO2 so should 

avoid those wines which cause such a 

reaction. 

STANSFIELD PARISH CLERK VACANCY 
 

Stansfield Parish Council has a vacancy for a clerk and Responsible Financial Officer from 1/11/2021 
 
Hours: part-time post for 4 hrs p.w. also, you will be expected to attend 6 Council meetings per year and the Annual Parish 
Meeting.  
Salary:  in line with the NJC salary scale depending on qualifications and experience. 
To apply: Please email a CV and  letter outlining your experience and qualifications to the Chair of Stansfield Parish Council, 
Sarah Hopkins shopkinsstansfieldpc@gmail.com  An informal phone discussion can be arranged  
Closing date:  30th September 2021. 
 
Vacancy details: 
Stansfield PC is looking to recruit a Parish Clerk and RFO.  Stansfield is a small rural parish with 95 properties and a population 
circa 225 residents.  The annual  precept is £5,600.  There are 7 councillors.  Meetings are held in Stansfield Village Hall on the 
evenings of the third Monday in Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, Nov though the meeting day could be changed if necessary.  There will 
be additional meetings planning meetings when required. 
 
The role includes: 
Preparation of agendas and minutes for meetings and any follow up actions.;- 
   
Advising on regulatory and legal matters  
Deals with any correspondence including planning applications 
Managing the Parish Council’s website.   
The role of RFO includes managing the Council’s day-to-day finances, using the HMRC basic PAYE tool to manage salary 
payments, preparing the Council’s budget, year-end accounts and audit paperwork (the Parish Council is currently below the 
threshold for external audit) and claiming back VAT.  The Council uses online banking and Scribe accounting software.  Further 
information about Stansfield Parish Council is available of the parish website at  http://stansfield.onesuffolk.net/ 
 
The successful candidate will have good communications skills, an ability to work independently and good IT skills including a 
knowledge of Word, Excel and Zoom.  Experience of working as a parish clerk and RFO is preferred.  A CiLCA qualified Clerk 
would be an advantage however, training is available via SALC. 

mailto:shopkinsstansfieldpc@gmail.com
http://stansfield.onesuffolk.net/
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barrypassmore.co.uk 

DKC PLUMBING SERVICES  
 
 

Oil fired boilers servicing 
Breakdowns - Heating systems 

General plumbing - 24 hr call out 
Fully insured - 5 star rated 

David 07740 272791 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e:parish.pump@gmail.com for more details 

You can 

advertise 

in this 

space for 

under a 

fiver a 

month 

 

 T he property market in August has been buoyant, with a few 
more properties coming to the market, although this is still 

down by 40% on the same period last year (Rightmove), meaning 
the properties that do come on the market to sell are selling for 
excellent prices.  Mortgage lending is easing slightly making it 
easier and slightly more affordable for people to buy, and we are 
seeing an increase in First time buyers registering, which is usually 
the start of the market volume increasing, so all in all a positive 
month.  We cover all the areas that the Parish pump is distributed 
too and have unrivalled marketing power including the best social 
media offering available.  If you are considering selling your prop-
erty, or would just like an informal friendly chat, then please do 
get in touch on 01440 979980, 07949 448428 (text, WhatsApp or 
call), email lee@barrypassmore.co.uk, or even send us a message 
on Facebook messenger whilst following our page @Barry Pass-
more Estate Agents Wickhambrook.  Alternatively pop in for a 
coffee at our new larger office opposite the school in Wickham-
brook  

mailto:lee@barrypassmore.co.uk
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I am more a 
birder than a 

twitcher 

S ummer months can be quiet on the 
birdwatching front.  The frenzy of 

spring is long forgotten. The dawn 
chorus and the mating season is all but 
over.  Our gardens can sometimes seem 
ominously empty.   Exhausted birds 
retreat to recover their energy.  To make 
matters worse, birds often moult at this 
time of year, which further saps energy 
and any bird you do spot can look tatty 
and slightly dishevelled.  This all makes 
my life more difficult in finding a 
current subject to write about.  

Past readers of my column will know 

that I am more a birder than a twitcher.  I 

enjoy the birdlife around me and will 

happily travel to a wildlife reserve and 

take what is on offer.  Although I do 

think it is worth doing a bit of research 

in order to time your visit to coincide 

with what the reserve is best known for.   
 

Twitching, is a very different hobby – 

it is defined as someone whose main aim 

is to collect sightings of rare birds to add 

to their ‘life list’.  This can often mean 

travelling to far flung points of the 

country in the hope of spotting a bird.  I 

am prone to that well-known 

phenomenon ‘sod’s law’, where my 

arrival at a place, will pretty much 

guarantee the particularly rare bird 

departed five minutes ago.  Alongside 

this I abhor some of the practices of 

twitchers who having driven for miles 

want to flush the tiny insignificant (but 

very rare) bird out of its bush, just so 

they can take a picture and tick it off 

their list – this exact thing happened on 

the Holkham estate in 2017 when a rare 

Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler drew 

crowds from around the country. Ugly 

scenes ensued with twitchers trespassing 

on private land, breaking down fences 

and trying to flush the poor startled bird 

out of its hiding place (bearing in mind it 

had strayed to an alien country) so that 

they could take their picture. Despicable 

behaviour!  
 

However, in late-June when reports 

started coming in of a rare visit from a 

Roller near Icklingham, I could not 

resist a trip.  This bird has been sighted 

in the UK only five times in as many 

years.  Its normal summer habitat are 

the warmer regions of southern and 

western Asia. It has a wingspan of 52-

58cm and is mainly blue with an 

orange-brown back.  In flight it shows 

off its dazzling blue underbelly. It also 

helped that a visit could coincide with 

the weekly trip to the supermarket in 

Bury! I told my somewhat sceptical 

husband to “head north” and “no I am 

not sure where in Icklingham it is 

located”.  We were in luck; the 

twitchers of the UK were out in force; 

parked somewhat precariously 

alongside the A1101; armed with 

cameras whose lenses and binoculars 

would be the envy of a paparazzo.  

Armed with just a camera phone and a 

pair of ordinary binoculars we were 

somewhat embarrassed.  The roller 

somewhat embarrassed.  The roller 

turned out to be the most generous of 

birds and was quickly spotted on a 

telegraph wire in a field next to the 

road.  It sat just long enough for us to 

make sure that “it definitely is not a 

crow” and then gave us periodic 

displays of its iridescent colours as it 

hunted for food.  Sadly, the roller has 

long gone, and I can only hope that it 

has made a safe journey back to 

southern Africa.   
 
 

I can 
only 
hope that 
it has 
made a 
safe 
journey 
back to 
southern 
Africa  
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ONLY OIL 
OIL BOILER SERVICING  

AND REPAIRS 
 

R. Corder & C.A. Nunn 
 

Tel: 01473 827792 
or 01787 313250 

www.angliapestmanagement.co.uk 

SPITFIRE MOWERS & GARDENING 
• Mower and Garden 

machine service and repair. 
• Grass cutting and 

gardening jobs. 
• Based in Glemsford 

covering  areas in Suffolk 
and Essex.  

•  Small Workshop and store  in Glemsford with a craft  section too.   
• Push along, ride on and tractors.  
• Lots of items we can get in  

cheaper for you from hand 
tools to parts to even 
machines themselves!  

• The Craft Cabin includes 
Paint  your own, Craft 
packs and resin  items to buy. It also includes A place to craft while 
adhering to  social distance rules!  

 

20 years experience in the industry 
so why not give us a try 

www.spitfiremowers.co.uk 
07429391775 
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Harris & Harris Books 
 

• Two floors of new and old 
books for readers of all ages 

• Fast ordering service 

• Books posted worldwide 

• Gift certificates available 

• Email for bookshop events 
and newsletter 

7b High Street, 
Clare 

CO10 8NY 
01787 277267 

e: kate@harrisharris.co.uk 

www.harrisharris.co.uk 

 

‘W hat a lively lifting of lockdown’ 
commented one of our members 

about our first face-to-face meeting since 
last year. Causing a bit of a to-do was Ali 
Smith and her Man Booker shortlisted nov-
el, ‘How to be Both’. Some found it so 
inaccessible and were so irritated by the 
writing style/word usage that they could 
not read beyond the early pages. They were 
not to be persuaded by other members, 
who urged them to suspend judgement and 
open their eyes and see what is to be seen. 
Echoing a central message of the book - 
‘there’s always more to see if you look’ – 
they argued for the beauty of the language, 
the structural originality, the thought pro-
voking moments and the intrigue of the 
complex narrative. Countering this, the 
opposing camp declared it was ‘a case of 
the Emperor’s New Clothes’ – Ali Smith is 
so widely acclaimed could it be the hype 
around this novel is an elaborate illusion - 
is there really anything of such great worth 
to be seen here? 
 
There are two parts to the book. One part 
tells the story of George, a precocious ado-
lescent girl mourning the sudden death of 
her mother. The other part is narrated by 
the ghost of a 15th Century Italian Renais-
sance artist, Francesco del Cossa, who 
seems to be trapped in ‘a purgatorium’ – 
dead but still with memories – and intrinsi-

cally  bound to shadow George. The two 
parts are intertwined as George’s mother 
takes her to see Cossa’s fresco in Ferrara 
a few months before she dies. George ‘s 
regular ritual of visiting his painting of 
St Vincent Ferrer in the National Gallery 
is a way of paying tribute to her mother 
and integral to working through her 
grief. Even those who rejected the book 
conceded to the author’s powerful por-
trayal of a vulnerable young girl coming 

to terms with agonising loss.   
The dead painter is a manifestation of 
the presenting past and this is just one of 
the ways duality is played with in the 
book. The book, like Cossa’s paintings, 
is shot through with ‘gender and sexual 
ambiguities’: George is a girl with a 
boy’s name but mistaken for a boy by 
the artist, the artist is a woman living life 
as a man and seemingly having intimate 
relations with female prostitutes as well 

as a male ‘infidel’. An overriding theme 
which connects the two parts is the blur-
ring of boundaries and breaking down of 
dichotomies - past and present, dead and 
alive, male and female - can be experi-
enced simultaneously:  ‘Past or present? 
George says. Male or female? It can’t be 
both. It must be one or the other. Who 
says? Why must it? Her mother says.’ 
The book itself is even printed in two 
different ways and which story is read 
first depends on the edition – same narra-
tive just in a different order so readers 
can have different experiences of the 
same book.  
It’s a challenging and experimental book 
but love it or hate it we were introduced 
to some wonderful paintings by a little 
known artist and the meeting ended on a 
peaceful note as we mutually admired 
the vibrant beauty of Cossa’s  St Vincent 
Ferrer and St Lucy as reproduced on 
someone’s ‘votive tablet’ (an in-joke for 
those who have read the book!)  
 
For our next meeting we will be reading 
‘The Slaves of Solitude’ by Patrick 
Hamilton and if you would like to join us 
please contact Anne on 07557357362 or 
annedennis1@live.co.uk 
 
Anne Dennis 
 

‘is shot through with ‘gender 
and sexual ambiguities’: 

…..Ali Smith  
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French style in your home & garden 

Country furniture, antiques, vintage kitchenalia - and tea room 

Market Hill, Clare      07950 767674 

maisondeclements.co.uk    e: lindadabbs@hotmail.co.uk 

Jardin de  
Clements 

Maison de  
Clements 

Open 7 days a 
week 

maisondeclements.co.uk 
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Lottery Winners 
 The village hall committee are delighted 
to report that the roof fund has received 
a £10,000 grant award from the National 
Lottery Community Fund. This brings us 
in to the final straight in our fundraising 
campaign with over £31.000 raised in 
grants and donations towards our 
£36,000 target, and the builders have 
been booked to start work on the new 
roof in the autumn. 
More Roof News 
 Just as we were in the final stages of 
preparation for the roof work, we were 
hit by the news that the price of building 
materials and timber in particular have 
shot up. It seems that the government’s 
‘Build, build, build’ campaign, the arri-
val of Covid and import problems 
brought about by Brexit, have combined 
to produce shortages that have led to a 
35% leap in the price of timber since the 
roofing tenders were priced last year. 
That in turn saw the village hall commit-
tee faced with the daunting prospect of 
having to find approximately an extra 

£4,000 towards the roof work. Imagine 
our delight when, on hearing this news 
villagers Jane and Christopher Sawyer 
stepped forward without hesitation and 
offered to donate the shortfall in full!  
We are bowled over by the generosity of 
this offer and would like to extend our 
whole-hearted thanks to Jane and Chris-
topher for their fantastic community 
spirited support which will enable the 
roof work to go ahead on schedule. 
Raise the Roof local community dona-
tions top £9,000 
 The village hall committee have been 
overwhelmed by the support we have 
received from individuals and groups 
from Stansfield and surrounding villages 
who have given donations for the Raise 
the Roof fund. Each donation you give, 
large or small, brings us closer to getting 
the new roof installed. So far your gen-
erosity has raised more than £6,750 to-
ward the roof in donations. Your support 
at fundraising events has brought in over 
£1,200 so far. This means the local com-
munity has raised more than £8,000 
pounds toward the project. It would be 
amazing if together we could make that 
up to £10,000 in the next six weeks. 
If you would like to help us Raise the 
Roof, you can make a donation today via 
the Stansfield  Village Hall Facebook 
page, or on our PayPal Giving Fund 

page https://www.paypal.com/gb/
fundraiser/charity/3169873 or, or email 
friends@stansfieldvillage.org.uk to use 
bank transfer or cheque.  
Mad Hatter’s Cream Tea Party – Sat-
urday August 14th 
 If you want to get ahead get a hat, Mad 
Hatter’s Cream Tea Party – A delicious 
luxury cream  tea for all the family with 
stalls selling plants, crafts and books, a 
tombola, fancy hat competition, a raffle 
with fabulous prizes plus a healthy injec-
tion of fun and silliness, you’d be mad 
not to go! 
Saturday August 14th from 1pm to 4pm, 
in aid of the Village Hall Roof Appeal 
and ‘Stansfield Bloomers’ projects. 
Adults £5, Children under 10 free.  
To reserve your place contact Jill Foster 
jillfoster500@outlook.com 01284 
789063 or Keith Spillett 
keith.spillett@hotmail.co.uk  01284 
789585. 
Yoga 
 Following the recent  ‘taster’ class, we 
are looking forward to Karen Franklin 
teaching yoga classes at Stansfield Vil-
lage Hall starting in August, on Monday 
evenings. If you are interested or simply 
want to find out more, you can contact 
Karen via www.karenannyoga.co.uk/
contact.. 

ST MARY’S CHURCH NEWS 
 
The Suffolk Churches Ride and Stride 
is on Saturday, 11 September and any 
participants generating sponsorship for 
the Church would be hugely appreciat-
ed. 
Sunday, 26 September Harvest Cele-
bration service at St Mary’s Church at 
10.45am.   There will be a collection 

of packaged food items for the Bury 
Food Bank and a collection for the 
Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institu-
tion. 

HAWKEDON ‘CHAMPAGNE’ TEA 
Many thanks to all that came along to 
our first event in the Village Hall since 
the Quiz in early 2020.  If you were not 
there, you missed out on a very happy 
occasion! 
 
HAWKEDON CALENDAR 2022 – 
LAST CHANCE TO SEND PHO-
TOS!! 
Thank you to all those who have already 
submitted photographs for consideration 
for next year’s Hawkedon and surround-
ing area calendar.  We have some stun-
ning entries.  At this stage it looks likely 

that 
we 
may 

have to go to the vote with the most pop-
ular featuring – this will either take the 
form of a vote in the Village Hall or 
online voting … details in due course.  If 

you have a photo that you would like to 
submit, please send to hawkedonsuf-
folk@gmail.com with the subject 
“Calendar 2022”. Closing date is 30 
September.  All photos should be land-
scape orientation and in digital format 
with a high resolution – file sizes greater 
than 2mb wherever possible - the bigger 
the better.   Profits from the sale of the 
calendar will go to St Marys Church 
Hawkedon.  We plan to have the calen-
dar on sale mid November in plenty of 
time to get it all wrapped up and sent for 
those Christmas presents.  If you are 
thinking of purchasing, it would be help-
ful if you could email Rachel at hawke-
donsuffolk@gmail.com with the number 
you require, to get an idea of print quan-
tity.  Thank you. 

HAWKEDON DEFIBRILLATOR 
TRAINING 

If you are interested in attending begin-
ner level CPR and Defib training, please 
contact Rachel at hawkedonsuf-
folk@gmail.com    It looks likely that 
the training will be held on a weekday in 
October at Hawkedon Village Hall– we 
are just awaiting date confirmation by 
Imperative Training.  The course is four 
hours in duration and those completing 
the course will gain an Ofqual-approved 
Training Qualifications UK Level 2 
Award.  The training has been funded by 
a Locality Grant courtesy of our previ-
ous Councillor Mary Evans – thank you 
Mary. 

 

mailto:jillfoster500@outlook.com
mailto:keith.spillett@hotmail.co.uk
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What’s happening 
to Stradishall    

Parish Church? 

S tradishall Church and why are no 

services being held there since the 

easing So, what is happening to of the 

lockdown rules whereas all the other 

Churches in the Benefice have re-

opened.   Unfortunately, in recent years 

support in the village for the Church has 

diminished to the extent that there are 

now no Churchwardens and only two 

members on the PCC (Parochial Church 

Council) plus our Rector, Eve, and that 

is not enough to put on services nor to 

carry the heavy burden of responsibility 

for the upkeep of this historic church. 

If that was not enough of a problem the 

Chancel roof (at the east end of the 

Church) has now been declared unsafe 

because of the danger of tiles falling 

onto the public footpath that passes right 

by the east window of the Church.  A 

builder recently went up to try and re-

place missing and slipped tiles only to 

discover that the rest of the roof and tiles 

were in a perilous condition.  Basically, 

the whole roof needs replacing and the 

estimated cost far in excess of any funds 

that the Church currently has at its dis-

posal.   

We have been advised that the footpath 

should be temporarily closed and divert-

ed around the other end (west end round 

the tower) of the Church to prevent inju-

ry to the public.  SCC Rights of Way 

have given permission to do this at an 

initial cost of £600.  They have put up 

the official notices and fencing with at-

tached signage has been erected. 

Sadly, the side aisle roofs which are felt-

ed are in a similar condition, the felt 

having been originally put up as a tem-

porary measure following bomb damage 

in 1944.  Many of the windows are 

cracked or broken and need replacing 

plus extensive stonework repairs are 

required.  The total cost of all this is 

likely to run into several hundreds of 

thousands of pounds and would require a 

massive fundraising campaign.  Certain 

grants would be available but we would 

still need to raise substantial funds our-

selves. 

The current PCC cannot do this on its 

own and therefore the Rector has called 

a village meeting on Wednesday Sep-

tember 15th 2021 in the Church at 7.30 

pm so please attend in order that the 

village can decide on the future of their 

Church and what they are prepared to do 

to help.   

Jane Helliwell  

PCC Secretary            
 

RSVP Jane Helliwell on 01440 820095 
or jfhelliwell@btinternet.com 

                                           

Stradishall Public 
Footpath No 4 

Temporary       
Closure 

T he public footpath No 4 that runs 
through Stradishall Churchyard has 

been closed from near the entrance to/
from The Street round the East end of 
the Chancel to the north side because of 
the danger of falling roof tiles.  During 
recent maintenance work, it was discov-
ered that the Chancel roof is in a very 
perilous state which requires major res-
toration hence the forced closure.  The 
footpath as been diverted round the West 
end of the Church by the Tower.  
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Money pours in for roof appeal 
Stansfield 
village hall news 

Stansfield Village Hall News –
September 2021 
Raise the Roof local community dona-
tions top £9,000.  
The amazing community spirit shown in 
Stanfield and its surrounding villages 
has resulted in more than £9,000 raised 
by the local community towards the 
‘Raise the Roof’ project. Your generosi-
ty has raised more than £6,800 toward 
the roof in donations and your support at 
fundraising events has brought in over 
£2300 so far. Each donation you give, 
large or small, brings us closer to getting 
the new roof installed. 
Mad Hatter’s Cream Tea Party – 
A great time was had by all at the Mad 
Hatter’s Cream Tea Party on Saturday 
August 14th.  There were fabulous hats, 
fancy dress and fancy cakes. Stalls full 
of books, plants, artworks and fantastic 

prizes to be won. A great deal of imagi-
nation went into the weird and wonder-
ful decorations that turned the playing 
field into Wonderland. Many thanks to 
those who worked so hard to prepare the 
food and organise the event, and of 
course thanks to all those who came 
along and helped raise a wonderful 
£1,600 to be split between the Village 
Hall Roof Appeal and ‘Stansfield 
Bloomers’ projects. 

A generous pledge from 
regular village hall user 
group Stanfield Bridge 
Club will boost our 
fundraising total further 
by £3,000 – many 
thanks to the bridge 
club! 
 
The village hall has also 
been successful in its 
grant application to Per-
simmon Homes Com-
munity Champions with 
£1,000 awarded in their 
August pay-out to the 
‘Raise the Roof’ appeal.   
With the builders 
booked to start work on 
the new roof in mid-
September – please keep 
your fingers crossed for 
dry weather in the early 
autumn! 
The roof work will take 
approximately four 
weeks and village hall 

will remain open for use throughout – 
however it may be necessary to close the 
building on some occasions in line with 
health and safety requirements.  As soon 
as the builders notify the committee of 
any closures this information will be 
passed on to hirers.  If you are an event 
organiser or are planning to attend an 
event/activity at the village hall during 
the building works please also monitor 
Facebook pages for the Stansfield vil-

lage hall and Stansfield Suffolk 
for up-to-date information.  
 
If you would like to help us 
'Raise the Roof', you can make 
a donation today via the Stans-
field Village Hall Facebook 
page, or https://
www.paypal.com/gb/fundraiser/
charity/3169873  
You can email 
friends@stansfieldvillage.org.uk  
if you wish to use bank transfer or 
cheque.  
Exercise body and brain at the 
Village Hall 
Following the recent ‘taster’ class, 
we now have Karen Franklin 

teaching yoga classes at Stansfield Vil-
lage Hall on Monday evenings. If you 
are interested or simply want to find out 
more, you can contact Karen via 
www.karenannyoga.co.uk/ 
 
If you like your exercise less bendy, Tai 
Chi classes continue every Friday morn-
ing, good for balance, breathing and 
posture, and it’s also a system of self 
defence!  More details from Dave, 
01638 781705  peaceful-
warriortaichi@hotmail.com  
If you prefer to give your brain a 
workout Stansfield Bridge Club returns 
to the Village Hall in September. For 
more information contact Richard Ev-
ans, 01284 789546 richarde-
vans53@me.com 
Macmillan Coffee Morning 
The annual event to raise money for 
Macmillan Cancer Support will take 
place at the Village Hall on Saturday 
25th September 10am – 12 noon. Any 
donations of cakes or raffle prizes would 
be appreciated. Contact Ann Corlett  
01284 789419    
ann.corlett@btinternet.com 
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CAROL is a trained counsellor living locally who can offer advice on personal problems, such as relationships, divorce, child 
issues, employment, depression - or general worries. Email her in complete confidence at carolreay1@icloud.com 

 roblem 
age P 

with Carol Reay-Glover 

Dear Carol, 
 
I have been diagnosed with General 
Anxiety Disorder. GAD for short alt-
hough GAD sounds like something quite 
good fun and being anxious certainly is 
not that.  
 
I have been prescribed medication which 
has been quite helpful.  
 
My problem is that I keep worrying 
about having been diagnosed with this. I 
can see the funny side of this – being 
anxious about being told I suffer from 
anxiety.  
 
The thing is I am. I asked the GP about 
GAD and I have looked it up on the in-

ternet and it all sounds a bit vague. Well 
not so much vague but all about symp-
toms and I want to know why I am like 
this and what causes it. Is it a real physi-
cal illness I suppose?  
 
And then the fact of having this diagno-
sis is affecting me. When I feel happy or 
relaxed, I remind myself I have GAD.  
 
I am confused and don’t even know 
what question I am asking you. I wish I 
hadn’t had the diagnosis even though the 
medication has helped.  
 
C 

Dear C, 
 
Even though you are confused and anx-
ious your email is fascinating. Some-
times a diagnosis can help someone in 
that they can feel their condition is 
known and thus acknowledged. In your 
case it has set up another pattern of wor-
ry and concern.  
 
You have made your own investigations 
about Generalised Anxiety Disorder and 
asked your GP. The thing about the clas-
sification of some mental illness is that 
they are the name for a collection of 
symptoms. Which I can see is different 
to something for example like diabetes 
which has a known physical cause.  
Mental health frequently doesn’t work 

like that. I appreciate your wish that it 
did.  
I am wondering if that very fact could 
be a route to alleviating some of your 
anxiety. As you have seen the defini-
tion of GAD, perhaps you could enter-
tain the thought that you are perhaps 
more liberated to feel fewer of those 
symptoms when you do. You say you 
feel happy and relaxed sometimes. 
That’s great. Allow yourself to. Your 
GAD could be getting better and you 
are passing into more regular feelings 

of anxiety. You could be moving to a 
different, non-GAD collection of symp-
toms. GAD is a label; it isn’t the whole 
of you. It does not define you. You can 
get better.  
 
If you would like to talk these feelings 
through counselling would be the place 
to do that.  
I hope this helps you C.  
 
Best wishes,  
Carol  
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J.R. HUMPHREY & SONS 
 

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY BUTCHER 

Always a fine selection of meats, 
cheeses, dairy products, poultry 

and smoked hams 

 

5, Market Hill, Clare, Suffolk. 
Telephone 01787-277294 

K T GRIDLEY 

GENERAL BUILDING 

All types of building works undertaken 

Groundworks 

Cart-lodges and Extensions 

Brickwork, Blockwork and Flint Walls 

Garden Fencing, Paths and Patios 

Maintenance and Repairs 

Springbank, Lower Street, Stansfield, CO10 8LP 
Tel: 01284 789309  Mobile: 07702 265425.   
E: kevin.gridley12@gmail.com 
W: ktgridleygeneralbuilder.co.uk 

refinedblinds.co.uk 

www.chimneymatters.co.uk 

W: ktgridleygeneralbuilder.co.uk 

paulmaintenancejones@outlook.com 

COPY 
DEADLINE 
 

With the 
resumption of a 
printed edition of 
Parish Pump could 
all contributors and 
advertisers please 
submit copy no 
later than the 20th 
of the month 
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www.jwtreesurgeryandgardens.com 
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ajonesandson.com 
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BANSFIELD BENEFICE MINISTRY TEAM 

WHO’S WHO AT YOUR CHURCH 

Churchwardens 

RECTOR        Revd Eve Bell                                           07815 441304 

READER Dr Philip Draycott (Wickhambrook) 01440 820328 

ELDER Dr Paul Bevan (Wickhambrook) 01440 821313 

 Mrs Fiona Evans (Denston) 01440 820172 
 

Visit the website, http://www.bansfieldbenefice.org.uk Follow us on Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/bansfieldbenefice 
Read the blog, http://bansfieldbenefice.blogspot.com Email us, contact@bansfieldbenefice.org.uk 

COWLINGE Mrs Josie Wreathall 01440 783286  
DENSTON Mrs Fiona Evans 01440 820172  
LIDGATE                            Mrs Janet Mitson PCC Secretary    01638 500587 
   
OUSDEN Mrs Nicola Nunn 01638 500237 
STANSFIELD Mr Hugh Douglas-Pennant 01284 789412 
STRADISHALL                 Acting Jane Helliwell                        01440 820095 
WICHAMBROOK              Dr. Paul Bevan                                  01440 821313

court for an order for sale and a 
determination as to how the proceeds 
of sale should be divided. 
Even if you are not the legal owner of 
the property, it is possible for you to 
claim an interest.  The strength of any 
claim you may have against the 
property will depend on a number of 
factors including what documents are 
in place (if any) and the level of 
financial contributions you made. 
Whilst the vast majority of these 
disputes are settled early through 
amicable 
correspondence or 
negotiation, it is 
possible for court 
proceedings to be 
issued.  The court 
will be asked to 
make a declaration 
as to your interest in 
the property and can 
force a sale to realise 
this interest.  Court 
proceedings should 
always be the last 

Hello, I’m Andy Smith, 
your local and friendly 
Chimney Sweep 
 

• Traditional and rotary  
power sweeping 
 
• Servicing open fires and wood  
burners for maximum efficiency 
 
• Nests and bee hive removal 
 
• Chimney inspections with HD camera 
 
• All swept chimneys inspected. N.A.C.S 

Certificates issued 

andrew@andyschimneyservices.com 
 

tel: (01284) 789109 mobile: 07485 038299 

HETAS 

APPROVED 

PUBLIC 

LIABILITY 

INSURANC
E 

andrew@andyschimneyservices.com 

 Are there common 
law rights for 

unmarried couple? 
 
 

O ne question often asked by 
unmarried partners is regarding 

their common law marriage rights. 
They understand it to be that after a 
certain period of time of cohabiting, 
they acquire additional common law 
rights akin to a married couple.  The 
fact is that this is a complete myth and 
common law marriage does not exist 
in England and Wales. 
Unlike married couples, unmarried 
individuals do not acquire any 
enhanced rights in respect of property 
or other assets irrespective of the 
length of the relationship.  This can 
leave an individual in a difficult 
position when a relationship breaks 
down if they have not protected their 
position during the relationship. 
The starting point for determining 
whether an individual has an interest 
in the property is what the legal title to 
the property says.   If the couple are 
joint owners, then in the event of a 
breakdown, the house could either be 
sold and the proceeds divided as per 
the legal title or one party could buy 
the other out.  If no agreement can be 
reached, it is possible to apply to the 

option. 
If you are currently living with a 
partner and wish to protect any 
interests or investments you have in 
your property, it is possible to have a 
cohabitation agreement or declaration 
of trust drawn up. 
Should you wish to speak to a solicitor 
about cohabitation matters, contact 
Oslers Solicitors on 01449 774670 to 

discuss your case with a specialist 
lawyer. 

By Mary Cleaver 
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www.Rothwells.biz 

by Robin Sharp 

 

 

Nice to See You Again 
The home fixture against Reach on Sun-
day 25th July was called off as the visi-
tors could not raise a team, so cricket-
starved Stansfield players searched for 
some alternative and found it in an invi-
tation from Whepstead CC to play a 
twenty/20 game on the Friday evening 
instead. 
To move the pace along, the first 10 
overs were bowled consecutively from 
one end (different bowlers though!), 
followed by 10 from the other. This was 
rather disconcerting for the umpire who 
was ‘on duty’ for 60 successive balls. 
Stansfield batted first with Matt Smith, 
making his season's debut, opening with 
his school days pal Sam Blows - but it 
wasn't a happy reunion. Both were 
caught out within 3 overs:  Smithy for 3, 
Blowers for 1. Fortunately, replacements 
Glenn Patullo and Fred Guiry were more 
watchful, moving the score along before 
both being bowled by Grainger: Patullo 
for a dogged 13 and Guiry for an adven-
turous 20, both valuable contributions. 
Skipper Stone showed he meant busi-
ness, scoring two 4’s before succumbing  

costing 10 runs, 
but Sam picked 
up a wicket for 
just 3 runs, with 
one maiden. First 
changes were Ed 
Lewis (he took a 
few balls to find 
his line and 
length, but was 
frugal once it 
‘clicked’ – 11 
runs from 3 
overs) and Robin 
Sharp (a little 
more expensive 
from his three overs, but taking a wicket 
for 14 runs). Anxious to give as many 
bowling arms an airing, Skipper Stone 
brought on Matt Clayton (2 overs, 17 
runs), Glenn Patullo (2 overs, 6 runs), 
Rob Simpkin (2 overs, 17 runs) and Matt 
Smith (2 overs, 11 runs) – but no wick-
ets were forthcoming. Hodgson and Hor-
ton both scored undefeated 25’s and 

from the 20 overs the home side scored 
90 runs - 11 runs short of their target. 
Good for Stansfield to be back in win-
ning ways, a platform for the next match 
against…. Whepstead, nine days later.  

A ray of sunshine on a damp day 
~ the return of Anya Dunsford as 
Queen of the Stansfield scorebook 

 
to left-arm swing that trapped him LBW. Sean Spearman also 
had his business suit on, scoring 27 before retiring.  Son and 
father Ben and Ed Lewis saw out the overs, scoring 2 and 6 
respectively. Stansfield had posted a tantalising score of 101 
for 5 wickets. 
Sam Blows and Fred Guiry initiated the bowling for 
Stansfield, contributing 3 overs each. Fred was tidy but 
ultimately unrewarded (continued at top of page). 

Glenn Patullo ~ nicely dogged  

Nice weather for…... 
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H ome this time and a longer format 
game - and for this, Whepstead 

brought a team with a lower average age.  
The Meadow looked every inch a crick-
eting idyll, with a closely clipped, fast 
outfield thanks to the newly-
recommissioned silver (mowing) ma-
chine - but with rain threatening, would 
it stay that way? Once again Stansfield 
batted first, in a 32 overs a-side match. 
Blows and Guiry stamped their authority 
against the visitors’ attack. They made 
29 and 26 respectively before retiring. 
Stone hit a 6, a 4 and a single before 
being bowled for 11. But, alas! The 
threat became a reality: down came the 
rain. After a frustrating delay of around 
20 minutes, the players resumed the 
field, but rhythm had been lost. Ed and 
Ben Lewis came and went for 3 and 0, 
before rain swept in again leaving Matt 
Clayton on 3 and Rob Simpkin on 1 not 
out, the score 82-3 from 16 overs. This 
time it was fatal. Persistent rain made the 
wicket boggy and potentially dangerous: 
match abandoned as a draw and an early 
transfer to Hawkedon Queen’s. 
A ray of sunshine on a damp day ~ the 
return of Anya Dunsford as Queen of the 
Stansfield scorebook! 
Two more home games in August v. 
Risby (8th) and v. Rain Men (22nd) - re-
ports to follow. And in September, v. 
Barrow (home, 5th), v. Reach (away, 
12th), v. Whepstead (away, 19th), v. Old 
Newton (home 26th). See you there! 
  

A ray of sunshine on a damp day ~ the return of Anya 
Dunsford as Queen of the Stansfield scorebook! 

Continued from page 34 

 
STRADISHALL  

 
Important Village Meeting 

Wednesday  
September 15th 2021 

in the Parish Church at 7.30 pm 
 

“To decide the future of your Parish Church” 
 

If attending, please notify 
 

RSVP Jane Helliwell on 01440 
820095 or jfhelliwell@btinternet.com 


